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Grinches, Scrooges and the meaning of Christmas

One of the most significant rituals at Christmas in the Quate house was watching holiday classics on
TV.  Maybe your home is much the same. Who hasn’t been entertained by such greats as “Miracle on 34th

Street”, “Charlie Brown Christmas”, “It’s a Wonderful Life”, and of course, “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas”, and “A Christmas Carol”. All of these films have a solid grip on the American psyche at
Christmas. None of these classics are devoted to the Biblical account of the birth of Christ, (with the
exception of Linus’s recounting of the Christmas story from Luke’s gospel). However, they do have an
intriguing component in reference to Christ’s first advent. They all revolve around a central topic:
transformation. The irony here is that transformation is at the heart of the birth of Jesus Christ and his
mission while here on earth. These secular stories and films knock at the door of a hope that is only found in
the original narrative of Jesus’ birth.

Consider how the theme of transformation weaves into these holiday traditions. George Bailey in
“It’s A Wonderful Life” finds his real purpose as his angel guides him through the turmoil of his life and the
world around him. Charlie Brown finds the true meaning of Christmas through a series of struggles, along
with Linus’s scriptural reference to the first Christmas. Though not a biblical faith, in “Miracle on 34th

Street” little Susan Walker finds the ability to believe, even though all reasoning and logic defy such a belief.
The Grinch and Scrooge find that their selfish lives are incomplete when they are swept away by the humble
spirits of Cratchet and the Who’s in Whoville.

Transformation, renewal, faith, truth and a generous helping of hope are all present in these classics.
Why so? Because these are the real things we are longing for in life. This is what the world is hungry and
thirsty for, and it is the real reason these films have endured history’s test. Down deep, every human being
wants life to have meaning. We want to believe in something we cannot see, because what we see is not
enough. People who want to manipulate others for their own selfishness can still be brought to their knees by
the power of a truly humble and innocent heart.

When Christ was born, one of the people who stands out in this epic narrative is Simeon. You may
remember him in Luke chapter two as the elderly man who had been waiting on the Messiah, and when Christ
was presented at the temple Simeon proclaimed the fulfillment of a personal vision to him. The text says that
he was waiting on the “consolation of Israel”. That means he was waiting on the rescue and restoration of the
Jews through the Messiah. He was waiting on national and cultural alteration.  He was longing for
transformation.

So, where do people need to experience Christ’s transformation today? Some are like George Bailey
who struggle with their purpose and significance. Christ has come to convey our eternal significance by
giving his life for them, and for us all. Others, like Susan Walker, are not sure if they can believe in
something or Someone that they cannot see? These are people whose lives are only given to what can be
experienced in the physical world. But Christmas makes possible what Paul describes when he wrote, “we fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but what is unseen”. Some people are like Charlie Brown, confused about what
all the hype is about. They ask, “Is there more to this season of Christmas?” And the answer is “Yes!”.

This Christmas, as you relive the films, rituals, and stories of the season, look for the subtle but
distinct yearnings of all people. Look for traces of these desires for hope, purpose, faith, transformation and
salvation. When you do, give thanks to The Father for our Messiah Jesus, who satisfies all of our needs.

And he said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. Luke 18:27

Randy
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December 5 at 10 AM - Yadkinville Christmas
Parade, a tradition spanning more than 30 years
Watch for the Deep Creek float.

December 6 – 9:00 AM
Monthly Meeting will meet in the

Fellowship Hall
Come participate in the business of the meeting.

Breakfast refreshments will be provided by Ministry
and Counsel Members

December 13 – 6:00 PM – Christmas Program
The children will present:

"The Birth of Christ" in song and scripture

The youth will present:
"Heaven Can't Wait", a Christmas play

Plan to join us as we celebrate the birth of Christ.
This is a special time for us to worship together the
tiny baby boy who came to earth in human flesh to
live, die, and rise again all because of love.

Angie

Immediately following the play . . .
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time of

Fellowship and Refreshments
Bring your favorite Christmas treat to share. Drinks,
coffee and punch will be provided.

We need more "hearty" snacks this
year.  We have several members that
are diabetic and this is dinner for
many of us, so please not all sweets!

Visitors are our guests. Tracy

Remember:
Instead of gifts, BRING CAN
FOOD ITEMS to place under the
tree for Yadkin Christian Ministries.

December 20 – 11:00 AM Worship
Deep Creek Choir presents the
Cantata - The Heart of Christmas.
Join us for a special time of worship
celebrating the birth of Christ.

December 27 - March to the Manger (See next pg.)

NOTE - Ministry and Counsel will not meet in
December due to the Christmas Holiday.

Special Music for Worship Services – December
6th Ginger Holt

13th Deep Creek Handbell Choir
20th Deep Creek Choir
27th Dustin Sneed, Kasey Sneed and Mike Booe

Submitted by Vickie Warden

Greeting the People – December
6th Martha Hobson

13th Marion & Jewell Welborn
20th Don & Pam Steelman
27th Allen & Wilma Sneed

Submitted by Teresa Welborn

Children’s Church Assistants – December
6th Skyler Raines

20th Children will remain in the worship service
Submitted by Angie Brendle

Nursery Workers for Worship – December
6th Louis & Libby Shore

13th Tracy Ray and Alli Jones
20th Franklin & Anita Shore
27th Donna Raines and Skyler Raines

Submitted by Vickie Warden

Sanctuary Flowers – Hanging of the Green Committee
This month, contact Janet Robbins

to place flowers for a special occasion.
Submitted by Donna Hutchins

Presiders for Worship – December
6th Wiley Shore

13th Tommy Shore
20th Randy Quate
27th Amie Brendle

Submitted by Ministry and Counsel

Worship Message with the Children – December
13th Brenda Adams
27th Donna Hutchins

Submitted by Ministry and Counsel

December Choir:
Cantata Practice - December 6 & 13 at 4:00 PM

Handbell Choir Practice: December 6, at 3:00 PM
December 13 at 9:00 AM – Perform at 11:00 AM Worship

NOTE: An additional practice may be called

Christmas Card Post Office Continues
25 cents per card

Quaker Young Women
will deliver your cards to
those at the church. Place
your cards in the box.
See a member of Quaker
Young Women for more
details.

Funds will go toward their mission projects.
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from Randy: 11:00 AM Sunday Morning Worship

December

We will finish out the study on Spiritual Warfare this year.

YAMS ...
Join us on Sunday Mornings at 10:00 AM for

"A Different Kind of Christmas" study.
From the book of Matthew and Luke we learn how to

have peace and goodwill every day, not just one
single day a year.

Any questions… See Angie

You are Invited to
participate in this Ministry

The Quaker Young Women would like to
invite you to Carol at Yadkin Nursing Center
and Willowbrook Healthcare Center on
Tuesday December 22 at 6:00 PM. We will
meet at the church around 5:45 PM to travel
over.  We would like anyone young or young
at heart to join us as we make Joyful Noise
Unto the Lord.

If you would like more details, see a
member of Quaker Young Women.

from Vickie Warden
Visiting Musicians

December 27 –
Dustin Sneed, Kasey Sneed and Mike Booe

Dustin plays the trumpet and sings.  He is a
sophomore at UNC Chapel Hill. Kasey sings and is a
guidance counselor at North Davidson High School.
Their parents are Steve and Kathy Sneed and
grandparents, Allen and Wilma Sneed. Mike Booe is
a friend of the family and loves to play the piano.
Mike came and played piano last December with
Dustin and Kasey's brother, Brett, who has a schedule
conflict this year.

December 27 during the 11:00 AM
Worship hour.

March to the Manger Offering
Last year we had our first March to
the Manger offering here at Deep
Creek Friends, and it was so well received and
successful that it has been approved to do it again!
This year’s special offering will be on Sunday,
December 27th.

The March to the Manger offering provides a time to
express the generosity that is at the heart of Christmas
as we bring our Christmas gifts to the Savior. It is an
opportunity to give above and beyond our normal
tithing to God’s work here at Deep Creek.

All undesignated contributions on the 27th will go into
our General Fund, which always needs a boost this
time of year. Or you may want to designate your
giving to a special project, mission, or other fund here
at Deep Creek. Please keep in mind that contributions
to individuals can only be given tax credit if
designated to church staff. Checks should be made
payable to Deep Creek Friends Meeting with your
designation written at the bottom of your check or on
an offering envelope.

Please pray about what you will give on December
27th as you prepare to present Him your gift. May
this year’s offering be a sincere and heartfelt gift of
love for the Lord’s work here at Deep Creek Friends
Meeting! Randy

Rules to Live By: The Queries from North
Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice
Spiritual Gifts – Do you cultivate the spiritual
gifts of the members of your meeting?

2015 Performance of Handel's MESSIAH
The Yadkin Community Chorus will present selections
from THE MESSIAH in the Willingham Theater at
the Yadkin Cultural Arts Center on Sunday, December
20th, at 3:00 PM - Directed by Ginger Holt.

Several from Deep Creek are participating.
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Food for the Hungry
I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for Me."

Matthew 25:40

Dear Friends of Yadkin Christian Ministry,

The Ministry continues to be grateful for your prayers, time, and generosity.

The month of December offers many opportunities to give:  Friends Feeding Friends through
the schools, purchasing bags from Lowe's Foods, bringing cans of food to the Christmas Program gathering at
church and to Circle 1 meeting. The Ministry welcomes all kinds of unperishable food items and money.

In Christ, Phyllis Barnes
********

Deep Creek Quaker Men
Next meeting – January 10

We will be cooking breakfast
beginning at 7:00 AM.

Meet and eat in the Fellowship Hall
Followed by Devotional time and Business

Circle # 1
Christmas Meeting - December 14 at 6:00 PM

Church Lounge
Bring food items for Yadkin Christian Ministries

Devotion/Program – Phyllis Barnes
Everyone bring a dish for a Christmas meal

Phyllis Barnes

December 1, Quaker Young Women
enjoyed a Christmas meal and some gift
giving with lots of fun at their Annual
Christmas Meeting.

Quaker Young Women - next meeting
January 18 at 7:00 PM

Hostesses are Jean Hutchins
and Brenda Shore.

Meet in Church Lounge

Still Open for the Holidays in Collide Church
on East Main St. in Yadkinville:

Thanks to all who assisted with the Soup Meal and
Auction

We had lots of delicious food for the meal and for sale.
The combination brought in about $5,000 along with some
great fun and fellowship.  An assortment of crafts and other
handmade items along with many other nice pieces made
something for almost everyone.
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Dedication of Flag Pole

Matthew 25:40 And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.

John 15:13 Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.

The flag pole was donated by the Roy Steelman family. Don
Steelman, son of Roy Steelman, spoke to the congregation at the end
of worship.  He shared scripture and comments about doing service to
help others. Christ washed feet to illustrate service. He spoke of
service for the Country and the Love of God.

Roy Steelman served the church in many ways – Clerk of the Meeting, Member of the Choir, Cemetery
Committee, Sunday School Teacher and took many trips with North Carolina Friends Disaster Service to help
someone in need.  When he was called to serve his country, he chose to honor his Quaker faith in service – to
help those who were injured or ill.  If you had a few minutes, he would describe a medical treatment he had
done to help make someone better.

Roy was a Med Tech during World War II and a Technician 3rd Grade with the 35th General Hospital when
discharged at Ft Bragg.  He served in New Guinea, Guam and the Philippines.

The family had asked veterans to be in attendance for the dedication and Don presented the flags to them.
Steve Hutchens raised the flags as others stood at attention.

*****
The Jeff Buelin Family Host Veterans

Say the Buelins,
“Saturday we hosted three
Veterans for a Hunt that
was sponsored through
Sportsmen for a Cause.
All three men are
involved with the
Wounded Warrior Project.
Two of the men were able
to kill a deer.  We had a
great time getting to know
the guys and hanging out
with them.”
Last Sunday, Jeff’s
Sunday School Class was

studying living a life of thankfulness and ways to show gratitude.  Jeff shared with the class that these guys
illustrated all the ways the class studied of being thankful.

Avery Buelin is a Deer hunter
Avery shot his first deer on Wednesday.  He is excited about having it mounted and is
extra excited that it was a pretty big deer.  He shared the meat with Aunt Alice and
the Raines family and kept a little bit for us, his family, to try.
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Children’s Church at 11:00 AM
December 6 – "The Miracle of Christmas"

Volunteer: Skyler Raines

***December 21 – The children will remain in the
worship service as we celebrate the Christmas
season with the choir as they perform the cantata.

FOJ Meetings:
** FOJ will NOT have a regular meeting again
until January.
For the remainder of the month we will
celebrate the season by spending time with our
families.

Friday Evening, December 11
from 6:30 to 9:30 PM

Friends Of Jesus Will Celebrate

Jesus Birthday
In the Fellowship Hall

Food, Games, Fellowship,

and

A Special
CHRISTmas

Story

I wish all of you and your families a blessed Christmas and New Year and thank you for another great year
serving Christ at Deep Creek! Angie

FOJ Costume – 1st place – Jack Wagoner
2nd place – Emma Pipes, 3rd place – Dazey Messer

CHILDREN
From Angie:
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Upcoming Events...
Christmas Play Practice for DOGS & Youth:
December 6th - Play Practice at 5:00 PM
December 12th - Play Practice at 9:00 AM
(Make your best effort to attend our last two practices.)
December 13th - Christmas Program at 6:00 PM

DOGS & Youth Christmas parties - TBA - Listen for more info!!

All year long, we yearn for December and the Christmas season, eagerly anticipating all of our family and church traditions. We look for the
first signs of Christmas to hit the stores, which seem to happen earlier and earlier. With the level of extreme excitement and anticipation that
we have for the Christmas season, I'm sure it pales in comparison to the anticipation that Israel had for the coming Messiah. They awaited a
Savior and King that would atone for their sins, providing redemption to the Almighty. Until his arrival, they were to keep the law and remain
faithful to God. Sadly, there were distractions along the way and many turned from God and rejected the prophecy of the coming King. The
result of a broken world, distractions still remain in place and keep us from focusing on the coming Messiah. Distractions come in many forms
and may not necessarily be bad things, but they can steer our focus of the season away from the birth of our Savior. Distractions can keep us
from what God wants us to see, hear and do.

I was reminded of this lesson recently on a DOGS outing. We had planned to take a trip to Linville Caverns, have a picnic lunch and hike out to
Linville Falls. We started our trip up the mountain and encountered rain that seemed to increase in steadiness as we approached our
destination. Since the caverns are underground and already wet, our plans of touring the caves were not thwarted. We had a great time in
the caverns and learned a lot of interesting facts. When we exited it was still raining somewhat, so we ate lunch
in the van and fellowshipped. As we finished lunch, the rain had almost stopped and the kids were off to the
creek-bank and having a wonderful time just hanging out and jumping from rock to rock. This was a good
reminder that kids find joy in the small things that we as adults often miss when trying to plan something
"bigger." We had pretty much decided to cancel the hike with the earlier rain, but as the rain had stopped, the
kids were out and having a good time in the wet grass and creek. Suddenly, my worry of the muddy shoes, wet
kids and upset parents subsided and it was time to put the hike back on the agenda. The kids and chaperones
were of course on board and off we went! The Lord allowed the rain to stop long enough for us to hike out to
Linville Falls. I am so glad we trudged through the mud and hills to make it out to the falls. They were absolutely
gorgeous (and a great place for some group photos). It was great to see young people out enjoying God's
creation, without distraction or worry about small things such as mud or rain. The end result was well worth the
wait and the time was well spent on the right things. God revealed a little more of his nature and glory to me that
day. It just simply did not happen the way I expected it to happen.

This leads my mind to the Christmas play that the DOGS and Youth have been working on tirelessly during the month of November. The play's
major theme is preparing the way for the Lord to be born. In the play, those doing the preparing, are quite surprised that the Lord's journey to
Earth is happening in a way that was not anticipated at all. (You will have to attend the play to learn the rest of the story!)

As we enter the Christmas season, may we remember to not be distracted by the world and to wholeheartedly anticipate the celebration of
our Savior. May we remember the "how" and most importantly the "why" he came to us. May we be open to accept his will and plans even
when it is not the way we expect things to work out. May we remain faithful and obedient to our Lord, remembering always what He did for us

on that first Christmas long ago. May we earnestly seek his face
and his will out of a transformed heart that desires to be more
like Him every single day.
These are my wishes for all of us as we celebrate the birth of our
Savior and eagerly await his next arrival!

Merry Christmas to my church family and
all readers of "The Encourager"!.

YOUTH & JR.YOUTH
From Jared

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign.  Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Emmanuel." Isaiah 7:14

Blessings, Jared
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“Congratulations

Deep Creek Welcomes New Members

Ken and Cathy Harper received the Right Hand of
Fellowship November 15 welcoming them as new
members.  Although Cathy grew up in Deep Creek, she had
moved away for several years.  She and Ken returned to
Yadkin County a few years back and assisted her mother
Ethel Smith in her later years.  Cathy shared memories of
growing up, saying Deep Creek was her church.  As she and
Ken stood together, she also shared scripture that had been
an inspiration to them during some serious illness.
Although they have been active in the meeting for some
time now, Deep Creek is proud to officially welcome them.

Jean Hutchins Receives Award
This year, Yadkin County Farm
Bureau is celebrating its
75thAnniversary.  During the
Annual Meeting for Yadkin County
members on November 2, several
awards for outstanding service
related to agriculture throughout the
county were given.  Among those
was Jean Hutchins, who works at
the Yadkinville Office for Yadkin
County Farm Bureau.  County
President Justin Summers presented
to her the county Farm Bureau

Service of Excellence Award.

Samuel Ray Plays Football
Samuel Ray played Center
and Defensive Tackle for the
Jonesville Blue Jays Varsity
Football Team this fall.  His
parents, Brian & Tracy Ray,
grandparents, Clark & Brenda
Shore, Louis & Libby Shore
and great-grandmother, Kate
Shore are very proud of all the
accomplishments he made this
year.

Caroline Smitherman Celebrates Birthday

Caroline Smitherman turned ONE on Wednesday,
November 25.  She had a party with family and friends.
She had a great time eating her cake, opening gifts and
spending time with everyone!!! Her proud parents are
Lacey and Matt Smitherman and Grandparents, Marty &
Angela Smitherman and Jimmy & Vickie Warden

Rhonda Moran Receives Grant Award

Surry–Yadkin Electric Membership Co-Op recently
awarded grants through the Bright Ideas education grant
program to 10 teachers in surrounding counties.  Teachers
and administrators attended a celebration luncheon on
November 9 where grant winners were recognized.  Rhonda
Moran, who is a teacher at East Surry High School, was
recognized as one of those winners.

Avery Buelin on a Winning Yadkin Bots team
Elementary
and Middle
School
students
from across
Yadkin
County
participated
in the
second
annual
Yadkin
Bots tournament. School Superintendent Dr. Todd Martin
explained that students use science, technology, engineering
and math to construct and program their robots to perform
tasks. “They also learn to work together as a team to solve
problems,” he said.
In the Project Award Category, which recognized effective
communication to solve a problem, Avery Buelin’s team,
the Yadkinville Stingers, won Third Place.

Avery

Rhonda
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Congratulations - Continued
Cheerleaders Finish off Football Year

Holt, Rays, and Buelins Run in 5K
The GO FAR program promotes good character, self confidence and healthy bodies. Yadkin County GO FAR 5K Run included
participants in the community and students.
Among those running were Maggie, Sarah and Olivia Ray

Charlie Routh receives National Award
Charlie Routh was presented the National 2015 Older Adult of Distinction Award in
Boston, MA on November 1 by LeadingAge, a national association representing 6,000
nonprofit aging-services organizations throughout the US.

Charlie is a friend of many at Deep Creek.  He also spent many hours helping
update Nancy Holt’s house that she was donating to Deep Creek for the youth pastor.
Since retirement, Charlie has dedicated his life to helping others.  He has made over 138
trips with NC Friends Disaster Service, does repair work for individuals at Friends
Homes, volunteers with the Shepherd’s Center of Greensboro, assists with Friends Center
at Guilford College, etc.  He and Mary have no children of their own so they help their
friends and their friends’ friends with whatever projects need fixing.  They have been

blessed financially and now intentionally contribute to the Quaker church and organizations helping others, including the Yearly
Meeting pastors retirement fund, Friends Homes, The Shepherd’s Center and others.  They are dedicated members at Centre
Friends Meeting.

Bill Terrell’s Nephew in Macy’s Parade

Sisters, Maggie and Olivia Ray, cheered for the Jonesville
Elementary Blue Jays Football team and made their parents Michael
and Sarah Ray proud.

Destiny Ray and Kaylee Shore finished off Starmount
Middle School Rams Football cheerleading season with
entertaining and accomplished cheers and stunts.  They
each received a rose at Eighth Grade Recognition and were
escorted on the field by their parents - Destiny by Michael
and Sarah Ray and Kaylee by Franklin and Anita Shore.

John Wesley Buelin
finished in 30 minutes, 21
seconds.

Avery Buelin finished in
25 minutes, 35 seconds.

Roger Holt was first in his
age group, 5 seconds
behind Avery.

Joseph Terrell, Bill Terrell’s nephew, lead singer in the band Mipso, appeared on the
KFC float in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  The band’s recent CD, Old Time
Reverie, premiered at number one on the Billboard Bluegrass chart and was also
ranked number twenty on the Folk Chart.  They were in the top twenty-five on the
Heatseekers Chart which tracks new and emerging bands.  Bill and the entire family
are proud of Joseph and the meteoric rise to fame of this group of young NC
musicians.  Find their music at mipsomusic.com. If you were watching the parade, the float
stopped for this young NC band to be announced and play a number.  Interesting too was the KFC
Colonel on the float Thanksgiving Day is a relative of Anita Shore’s family.
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REMEMBER TO PRAY – Prayer changes things!
The following information is included by request. Be specific when you pray and send notes.

This color indicates an addition or change from last month.
Among those requesting prayer:

Pray for special needs of members, friends and relatives and celebrate God’s care.
Contact the editor for information

And walking with his hands behind him, Scrooge

regarded everyone with a delightful smile.  He looked so
irresistibly pleasant, in a word, that three or four good-
humored fellows said, “Good morning, sir! A merry
Christmas to you!”  And Scrooge said often afterward
that of all the blithe sounds he ever heard, these were
the blithest in his ears…

It was always said of him that he knew how to keep
Christmas well, if any man alive possessed such
knowledge.  May that be truly said of us!  And so, as
Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every One!

Charles Dickens
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2324 Shore Rd.
Yadkinville, NC  27055

Return Service Requested

Deep Creek Friends Meeting

 Do you have a friend or relative that would enjoy
The Encourager?  Send address.

 Please send any change of address.
 Are you receiving The Encourager in error or you

no longer wish to receive it?  If so, let us know.
 Send suggestions, news, information,

announcements or materials that you would like
included in The Encourager.

Thanks to all who have contributed to this issue.
Next issue – January, 2016
Deadline for news – December 27
Send Information and Materials to:
e-mail: wshore@yadtel.net
Mailing address: 2324 Shore Rd, Yadkinville, NC  27055
Phone: 336 679 8466

Shelby Shore
Published at Shore House, Ink
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from above. James 1:17


